
corated gum ! In his comments on the case, he remarks, that
during life it was impossible to determine its exact nature;
that the cause, however, of all the symptoms, became manifest
after death ; and that the appearances found would suggest the
propriety of tracheotomy in similar cases! And he adds, thai
the operation has been tried successfully in one case, which
occurred in the wards of -Fouquicr at La Charilê. We were
not prepared to expect, in a writer of réputation, such gross
ignorance of British physic and surgery.—Ibid.

Sudden Death during an Operation. —A most melancholy
event happened lately in the surgical practice of M. Dupuy-
tren. which involves sonic curious physiological and surgical
considérai ions. On the 19th November, 11122, a line young
woman (Alexandrine Poirier) came to the Hotel Dieu, lor a
tumour of some size, situated on ihe posterior and lateral part
of the neck. From its hardness, renitency, and insensibility,
M. Dupuytren ascertained that it was of a eellulo-librous na-
ture, and proposed its removal, lo which the young woman
consented. The operation was performed on the 22d of No-
vember, with all the skill and dexterity ofthat celebrated sur-

geon. No arteries were cut that required the. ligature, and
consequently, there was very liitle hemorrhage, Neither were
there any muscles or large nerves divided. Just, however, as

he was proceeding to separate the last shreds of attachment,
and turn the tumour out, he was surprised to hear a somewhat
prolonged hissing noise (sifflement prolongé) similar to that
produced by the re-entrance of air into a vessel from which
it had been exhausted. The operator stood for an instant as-
tonished, and observed, that, were it not for the distance of the
knife from the air passage, he would have thought that he had
made an opening into it. He had scarcely said the word,
when the young woman cried out. that she was dying, and in-
stantaneously dropped down on the floor a lifeless corpse, to
which all their efforts could not restore the slightest symptom
of animation. This happened in the presence of nearly 400
spectators, and the body was examined next day, in the pre-
sence of full as many, with the most rigorous minuteness.—
Every part of the body was carefully dissected ; but therewas
not a particle of morbid structure any where to be found. An
examination of the heart, however, disclosed the cause of the
melancholy catastrophe. The right auricle was distended like
a bladder with air, which rushed out when cut open, without
any admixture of blood. Fluid blood was found in the other
cavities of the heart, as also in the different vessels. Great

 The New England Journal of Medicine, Surgery and Collateral Branches of Science as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at MCGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY on June 21, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



quantities of air were found in all the vessels. There was no
other unnatural appearance in any part of the body.

We .have not the smallest doubt, that Dupuytren was per-
fectly correct in his conclusion, that air had rushed in through
one of the veins of the neck, and thus caused instant death.
Il is, perhaps, the only case on record of the kind, and so un-

likely to happen often, that it can be no serious objection to

any operation on the neck or other part of the body. We
think it is a pathological fact, however, which bears on the
physiology of the circulation. Il proves that the heart acts as
a sucking as well as a forcing pump,otherwise air would never

have passed from a cut vein in ihe neck down into the right
chambers of the heart. It is highly probable, that, in conse-

quence of the morbid state of the parts, the mouth of the cut
vein had remained patulous, and thus readily admitted the air.

Mcdico-Chirurg. Review.

Amputation at the Hip Joint.—Several cases of this kind which
have proved successful have been recorded within the last
few months in the Journals—one by Professer Delpech of
Montpelier, of which a full account is given in Johnson's Jour-
nal for January 1825—one by Sir Astley Cooper at Guy's hos-
piiai in London, arid another by Dr Molt of New York, upon
a boy whose thigh bone was diseased as far as the trochantcr.

Dr Mott'soperation for the extraction of an extra-uterine f\l=oe\tus.
The subject of this operation was a female about 34 years of
age, in whose abdomen a child had remained Iwo years and
eleven months. The foetus was in a perfect slate, and of the
size of a child of seven months old. It lay along the umbili-
cus upon the small intestines with the head to the left. Eleven
hours after the operation the woman expired. She seemed to
have perished from the severe irritation of the operation.

N. Y. Monthly Chronicle.

Influence of Vaccination upon the Mortality ofBerlin.—M. Cas-
par has published a long paper, containing many curious de-
rails relative to the above subject; but we can do no more, at
present, than give the result of his investigations.

1. The small-pox formerly carried off from the 12th to the
lOih of the population.

2. Formerly at Berlin one out of twelve children born, died
of the small-pox ; now the deaths from the same cause are 1
in 116.
3. The diseases of children are more common than before
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